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STATISTICAL SURVEY OF THE FIELD 


Summarizing the statistics of public libraries for the last biennium, the figures 
show that there are at this date 156 free public libraries in Wisconsin, as com- 
pared with 126 four years ago, 105 eight years ago, 52 twelve years ago, and 
28 fifteen years ago. 

This array of bare figures does not tell the entire story of growth, nor does 


it indicate the rapid rate of progress as to efficiency. It does, however, meas- 
ure the spread of library facilities to all sections of the state, and in most locali- 
ties, where the density of population makes possible the maintenance of free 
public libraries. There now remains no city of 3,000 population unprovided, 
and but five which count in excess of 2,000 inhabitants have thus far failed to 
establish public libraries. These are: Cudahy, 2,556 population; Tomahawk, 
2,626; Phillips, 2,011; River Falls, 2,300; Hurley, 2,000. 

One or more public libraries may be found in every county of the state, with 
the exception of the following ten: Adams, Burnett, Calumet, Iron, Forest, 
Florence, Marquette, Polk, Vilas and Waushara. 

On the other hand, there are many hamlets and villages approximating 600 
to 1,500 population each, which are bravely seeking to furnish library privileges 
by public taxation. These communities the Wisconsin Library Commission is 
seeking to aid by means of its Town Libraries, an enlargement of the rural 
traveling library system which has yielded splendid results during the brief 
period of operation. If this plan could be still further extended and developed, 
it would mean much for the promotion of library work in the state. Small and 
struggling libraries would thereby be assured the use annually of from 400 to 
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600 well-selected and up-to-date books at nominal cost, instead of tying up their 
meager book funds in a mere handful of volumes that would be little used after 
a limited period. 

From the biennial reports which have been received, a number of interesting 
facts may be ascertained. Lack of adequate records in a few libraries prevents 
statistical completeness in the summaries which follow, some libraries failing 
to report as to some of the information sought. The figures are given in each 
instance for the number of libraries which reported them, the total number of 
libraries in the several tabular statements varying accordingly. 

Libraries classed according to population of cities: 


hess: thant S000 pOpUlalION e666 sccewiscesec vccsivcdiee cscs seeeee 45 
More than 1,000 and under 5,000........... sce ceecccccccsceeees 76 
More than 5,000 and under 10,000...--+.sseeeeeeeseeeeeeeeees sane 
More than 10,000 and under 15,000. .++++-sseeeeeeeeeeecceereeseees 5 
More than 15,000 and under 20,000...-+++seeseeeeceereeesesceeeeee ic 
More than 20,000 population........sessecsecscseccvecssccescecees 8 

MING Soy 55.05 oon o's bia ps ye soe 'a/ a les Sw Nes Fe eee elelcloeoars 156 


As far as reported there are 775,447 volumes in the public libraries of the 


state (147 reporting) : 
No. libraries 


10,000 volumes OF MOTE.......cccccccccccccrecssccssccecscccssoes 17 
5,000-10,000 VOLUMES .....ccecceccceceeseeercresseeccceneeeeccece 19 
2,500- 5,000 VOIUMES 20000 ccccccrecevserccceencesecces slersinsuatetoisieie 35 
T,000- 2,500 VOIUMES ..... ec ccccccsccccccccccccecescscvesscseses 30 

eSB Tac aa HMM oa sn 3a So can ws are g Suh wih eswi ow Sew! 6S. 8 iy iglls lofelelole:Olelevels’ 6 46 


In the State Historical Library, the University Library, State Library, and 
the libraries of the normal schools there are approximately 500,000 volumes. 
The township and other school libraries embrace about 1,000,000 volumes. 
There are thus shown to be about two and a quarter million volumes in libraries 
for public use. 

Of the libraries maintained by tax levy, 39 report increases over the previous 
year aggregating, exclusive of the city of Milwaukee, $11,494. Nine libraries 
report decreases, the total amount being $707. The 118 libraries which re- 


ported amount of tax levy are grouped thus: 
No. libraries 


DAGEE Sa SIO 556 ao 0 5 sp clone inet ais 0 0 bwin ind 0.4 SiN retool brew ledarerers 2 
More than 5,000 and less than $10,000) .....seeescccccccccsccecs 3 
More than @eo0 andiless than  Sx000)  <.cie:e-éia sn sie cise tine ere'rare esas 6 
More'than 3000 andlessthan GOOD 60266666csseeeccscnscens 4 
More than 2,000 and less than 3,000 ...--sesseceececcrceeeees 5 
More'than ,500\and less than 2OGO  sosiscciseciwiseisiasosisenssee-s 5 
Morethan t,000:and less than E500 <66<cccccccrcecvesvcccces 17 
More than Soo. and less than 1,000) ..-csscccecccedeccccccees 27 
More than 300 and less than SOO ee ee cece ceeeceeeeeeeeees 15 
More than 200 and less than BOD Wisies te eae ie wei sie ss eeies 15 





Less than 
Classed by number of borrowers, 
. selves into the following groups: 


144 libraries which reported range them- 


No. libraries 


More Than 2000 DOLTOWEFS + «10 01565555 sino os winieininied vic ele vienctiess ce 33 
More than 1,000 and less than 2,000 borrowers .......seeeeeeeeeees 33 
More than 500 and less than 1,000 borrowers ......seeeeeeeeecees 25 
Besb: SC Ree SD GREETS i506 '5 0 50:59 00. 005d 5506: 0450S oe ORS SS oR 53 
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Circulation statistics from 130 libraries reporting give the following classi- 


fication : 5] 
No. libraries 
More than 25,000. ......-.escescccee PEELE TET EOC COPE Pre ne 31 
More than 10,000 and less than 25,000---++++seeeee cece eee eecceecees 42 
More than 5,000 and less than 10,000. ...-+-sseeee eee e eee eee eeeeees 21 
More than 2,500 and less than 5,000--. +++. .eeeee cece eceeeccc ences 17 
More than 1,000 and less than 2,500--.-...+eeeceececececeeceeeees II 
Less than 1,000....... SUES NERASE ET ROENUE RAGS cea WeuNnee ETC ee 8 


Sixty-six libraries occupy buildings specially constructed for them. There 
are 36 public libraries in city halls. The sum of $1,299,500 represents individ- 
ual gifts for library buildings in this state, $492,000 of this princely sum having 
been contributed by citizens of the respective communities where such memoral 
libraries have been erected. Andrew Carnegie has given Wisconsin libraries 
$807,500 for buildings. 

The library buildings that have resulted from gifts or bequests of Wisconsin 
citizens are the following: 


Beaver Dam, $25,000 from J. J. Williams. 

Delavan, $15,000 from the Aram estate. 

Evansville, $10,000 from A. Eager. 

Janesville, $10,000 from Eldred estate, in 
addition to a Carnegie gift. 

Kenosha, $150,000 from Z. G. Simmons. 

La Crosse, $17,500 from C. C. Washburn, 
and $25,000 from five citizens whose 
names are not made public. 

Lake Geneva, $7,000 from Mrs. George 
Sturges. 

Lake Mills, $8,000 from L. D. Fargo. 

Marinette, $30,000 from Isaac Stephenson. 

Menasha, $20,000 from E. D. Smith. 

Menomonie, $125,000 from Andrew Tain- 
ter. 

Monroe, $12,500 from H. E., and W. Lud- 
low. 

Mosinee, $5,000 from Joseph Dessert. 


Neenah, $15,000 from citizens, in addition 
to a Carnegie gift. 

Oconomowoc, $4,500 from residents. 

Oconto, $15,000 from George Farnsworth. 

Oshkosh, $55,000 from Philetus Sawyer 
and the Harris estate. 

Stanley, $15,000 from Mrs. Sally F. Moon. 

Two Rivers, $4,000 from citizens. 

Waukesha, $3,000 in addition to a Carne- 
gie gift. 

Waupun, $1,000 from the Beach estate, in 
addition to a Carnegie gift. 

Wausau, $10,000 from citizens, in addition 
to a Carnegie gift. 

Wausaukee, $4,500 from H. P. Bird. 

Wauwatosa, $5,000 from citizens, in addi- 
tion to a Carnegie gift. 

Whitewater, $15,000 from Flavia White. 


The following is a list of the public libraries of the state at the present time, 
excluding those which have been given in previous lists, but which are wholly 


inactive: 
City or Town 


Name 


l’olume 


Librarian 


Abbotsford Public Library 776 Sarah Hanson 
Algoma Free Library no report Geo. C. Wilbur 
Antigo Free Public Library 3.667 Emilida Baensch 
Appleton Free Public Library 10,520 Agnes L. Dwight 
Arcadia Free Public Library 1,674 Louise Gasser 
Ashland Vaughn Library 5.237 Cecile M. Fennelly 
Baraboo Free Public Library 6,943 Kate M. Potter 
Bayfield Carnegie Library 3,584 Katherine Mussell 
Beaver Dam Williams Free Library 8,076 Hattie A. Doolittle 
Belleville Free Library 2,195 Mrs. Grace Knox 
Beloit Free Public Library 11,350 Martha W. Bell 
Berlin Public Library 3.989 Margaret Biggert 
Black River Falls Free Public Library 2,062 Anna C, Wylie 
Bloomington Public Library (recently opened) Mary McIver 
Boscobel Public Library 1.279 Emma Hummel 
Brodhead Free Fublic Library 1.520 Lotta Fleek 


Burlington 


Public Library , 


(recently opened) 


Alma Neuhaus 
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City or Town 
Cedar Grove 
Chippewa Falls 
Clintonville 
Colby 

Colfax 
Columbus 
Cumberland 
Darlington 
Delafield 
Delavan 

De Pere 
Dodgeville 
Durand 

East Milwaukee 
Eau Claire 


Elkhart Lake 
Elkhorn 
Elroy 
Evansville 
Fairchild 
Fond du Lac 
Fort Atkinson 
Genoa Junction 
Glenbeulah 
Glenwood 
Grand Rapids 
Green Bay 
Hartford 
Hartland 
Hayward 
Hillsboro 
Horicon 
Hortonville 
Hudson 
Independence 
Ironton 
Janesville 
Jefferson 
Johnson Creek 
Kaukauna 
Kenosha 
Kewaunee 
Kilbourn 

La Crosse 
Ladysmith 
Lake Geneva 
Lake Mills 
Lancaster 

La Valle 
Lone Rock 
Loyal 
Madison 
Manitowoc 
Marinette 
Marshfield 
Mayville 
Mazomanie 
Medford 
Menasha 
Menomonee Falls 
Menomonie 
Merrill 
yaeagl oe 


Ae 


we eee eee ee 
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Name 


De Smidt’s Free Library 
Public Library 

Free Library 

Free Public Library 
Public Library 

Free Public Library 
Free Library 
Public Library 
Public Library 
Public Library 
Public Library 
Public Library 
Free Library 

Free Public Library 
Public Library 
Public Library 

Free Public Library 
Public Library 


Charles E. Sprague Free Library 


Public Library 
Free Public Library 


Volume 


426 
8,350 
828 
800 
229 
3,471 
2,637 
3,813 


maciee 
Librarian 


Henrietta De Smidt 
Mrs. Anna C. Bronsky 
Emeline Sedgwick 
Cora J. Bryant 

A. R. Wildes 

Nellie A. Loomis 

Mrs. G. E. Carr 
Isabella Bird 
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2,332 
4,443 
1,317 
2,173 
247 
17,852 
2,844 
457 
222 
3,952 
1,395 
4,947 


Public Library 3 

Public Library 24,304 
Public Library 3,440 
Free Public Library 851 
Library Association 718 
Public Library no report 
T. B. Scott Free Public Library 6,222 
Kellogg Public Library 14,517 
Free Public Library 1,007 
Free Public Library 1,024 
Carnegie Free Library 3,807 
Public Library 1,064 
Free Library 1,429 
Free Public Library 409 
Public Library 3.397 


Public Library 

Public Library 

Public Library 

Public Library 

Public Library 

Free Public Library 
Gilbert M. Simmons Library 
Public Library 

Public Library 

Public Library 

Public Library 

Public Library 

L. D. Fargo Public Library 
Public Library 

Public Library 

Public Library 


Public Library no 


Free Library 

Public Library 

Stephenson Public Library 
Free Library 

Free Public Library 

Free Library 

Free Public Library 

Elisha D. Smith Library 

Free Library 

Tainter Memorial Free Library 


_T. B. Scott Free Library 


Public Library 


Laura F. Angell 
Helen S. Mathews 
Mrs. R. Lane 
Mrs. E. M. Dunlap 


Mary A. Smith 
Leora Mabbett 
Adolf Holm 
George Gerhard 
Edna L. Derthick 
Edna Roberts 

Mrs. Hattie J. Boyd 


86 Mrs. Lillian W. Foster 


Emma E., Rose 

Sue C. Nichols 

Mrs. Carrie L. Manor 
Mrs. L. Huntley 

Mrs. Stella Boardman 
Edith L. Rablin 
Deborah B. Martin 
H. Juno Goetz 
Mabel V. Hansen 
Clarence O. Bayo 

R. Lind 

Frances F. Zedler 
Anna Ritger 

Pearle Schoemaker 


666 Mrs. Minnie Cole 


300 
20,242 
500 
383 
3,793 
18,302 
1,696 
2,938 
16,865 
690 
4,179 
2,859 
2,388 
757 
700 
report 
20,123 
8,683 
13,540 
5,360 
1,001 
582 
2,262 
7,360 
210 
12,507 
11,708 
210 


Mrs. J. R. Fitzgerald 
Gertrude Skavlem 
John A, Hazelwood 
Mrs. A. E. Greenwood 
Lillian E. Bell 

Mrs. Clara P. Barnes 
Mrs. M. Brunckhorst 
Lillian F. Ramsay 
Mary A. Smith 
Isabel Conklin 
Gertrude J. Noyes 
Clara M. Mosher 
Bessie McNair 

Nellie Godden 

Mrs. M. B. Shannon 
C. M. Taylor 

George B. Averill 
Agnes J. Petersen 
Anra S. Pinkum 

H. Della Ellinwood 
"tta Barott 

Edna B. Woolrich 
Rev. S. W. Ingham 
Lucy L. Pleasants 
Maude B. Schlafer 
Stella Lucas 
Katharine Barker 
Mrs. W. T. Sowle 
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City or Town 
Milwaukee 
Mineral Point 
Mondovi 
Monroe 
Mosinee 
Neenah 
Neillsville 

New London 
New Richmond 
North Fond du Lac 
North Freedom 
North Milwaukee 
Oakfield 
Oconomowoc 
Oconto 

Oconto Falls 
Omro 

Oregon 
Orfordville 
Oshkosh 

Park Falls 
Peshtigo 
Pewaukee 
Platteville 
Plymouth 
Portage 

Pt. Washington 
Prairie du Chien 
Prairie du Sac 
Prentice 
Prescott 
Racine 
Randolph 
Reedsburg 
Rhinelander 
Rib Lake 

Rice Lake 
Richland Center 
Ripon 

Seymour 
Shawano 
Sheboygan 
Shell Lake 
Shullsburg 
Shiocton 

South Milwaukee 
Sparta 

Spring Green 
Stanley 
Stevens Point 
Stoughton 
Sturgeon Bay 
Sun Prairie 
Superior 
Thorp 

Token Creek 
Tomah 

Two Rivers 
Viroqua 
Washburn 
Waterloo 
Watertown 
Waukesha 
Waupaca 
Waupun 
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Name 
Public Library 
Free Public Library 
Free Public Library 


Volume 
181,597 


. 774 


Arabut Ludlow Memorial Library rp 


Joseph Dessert Public Library 


Public Library 

Free Library 
Public Library 

City Library 

Public Library 
Free Public Library 
Free Public Library 
Public Library 
Public Library 


Farnsworth Public Library 


Public 
Public 
Public 
Public 
Public 
Public 


Library 
Library 
Library 
Library 
Library 
Library 
Public Library 
Public Library 

Free Public Library 
Public Library 

Free Public Library 
Public Library 
Public Library 

Free Public Library 
Public Library 

Free Library 

Public Library 
Public Library 
Public Library 
Public Library 
Free Public Library 
Free Public Library 
Free Library 

Public Library 
Public Library 
Public Library 
Public Library 
Public Library 
Public Library 
Public Library 
Free Library 

Free Library 

Free Public Library 
Free Public Library 
Public Library 
Free Public Library 
Public Library 

Free Public Library 
Public Library 
Public Library 
Public Library 
Public Library 


Joseph Mann Public Library 


Public Library 
Free Public Library 
Public Library 
Free Public Library 
Free Public Library 
Free Public Library 
Public Library 


no 


1,970 
10,808 
2,828 
2,025 
1,801 
792 
602 
1,370 
1,135 
4.905 
6,018 
670 
663 
300 
460 
20,414 
399 
491 
1814 
1,063 
2,819 
7,886 
600 
300 
654 
report 
800 
15.550 
360 
3,003 
4.904 
540 
3.866 
3.036 
4,991 
706 
1,277 
8.067 
560 
200 
762 
419 
6.334 
637 
2,780 
6.408 
3.126 
1,560 
697 
18,006 
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Librarian 
G. W. Peckham 
margaret A. Crawford 
Jennie Lovejoy 
Katherine A. Smock 
Winnie Foster 
Cora I. Lansing 
Mame Woodward 
Alice Millard 
Anna H., Epley 
Mrs. F. I. Avery 
Alice McCoy 
Annie G. Godfrey 
Katie E. Orvis 
Jennie C. Walther 
Gladys M. Tallett 
Mrs. Maggie Digan 
J. S. Shelp 
Mrs. W. C. Bennett 
Betty Rostad 
Ella G. Parmele 
Elsie O. Eckardt 
Mrs. E. Gilson 
Jennie S. Clark 
Maude E. Guernsey 
Grace Prescott 
Mrs. W. G. Clough 
C. F. Eckel 
Mrs. H. A. Beach 
Vivian Reynolds 


Barbara Firner 
Mary J. Calkins 
Mrs. Jennie Davis 
Mary E. Cushman 
Ada McCarthy 
Anna M. Kennedy 
Mrs. James Robbins 
Vera Eastland 
Blanche Thompson 
Cora M. Lampson 
Lulu Roberts 
Bertha Marx 
Helga Agren 

Mrs. S. L. Rule 

Dr. C. C. Tuckwood 


Jennie Scouten 

Bertha Schwanke 
Martha E. Dunn 

Mollie Catlin 

Amanda Drotning 

Eva Greisen 

Grace Rood 

Ethel F. McCollough 
Mrs. Mary Phillips 
Mary F. Connor 
Caroline W. Voswinkel 
Lizzie G. Baetz 

Clara A. Glenn 

Mrs. May M. Greenwood 
Emily F. Hver 


2 Maud R. Macpherson 


Fannie L. Ells 
Winnefred Bailey 
Kathryn L. Bunker 
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City or Town Name 
Wausau Free Public Library 
Wausaukee Free Library 


Wauwatosa Public Library 
West Allis Public Library 
West Bend Public Library 
Westby Free Public Library 
Whitehall Free Library 
Whitewater 


Williams Bay Public Library 
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Volume Librarian 

5,130 Katherine Cramer 
1,538 

5,211 Mrs. Agnes B. Roddis 
500 Chester Shaw 

2,593 Anna M. Klumb 
524 Anna Elverum 

1,898 A. Francena Chaffee 


White Memorial Library 5,780 Ella A. Hamilton 


no report A. W. Ball 





THE PROBLEM OF THE COMIC SUPPLEMENT 


L. E. STEARNS 


Custodians of public libraries that are 
open Sunday afternoons are ofttimes per- 
plexed over the problem of the comic sup- 
plement that appears with the Sunday 
papers. It has been found that this comic 
sheet draws to the library many small child- 
ren who can easily come other days of the 
week, and who occupy places in the room 
that should be filled by adult readers. It 
has also been found that the “funny”’ illus- 
trations are the cause of disorder and 
laughter. The librarian who places such 
supplements upon her reading tables must 
expect and tolerate disorder, for the origi- 
nal object of these supplements is to pro- 
duce laughter. Many librarians are adopt- 
ing the plan or removing the colored sheet 
immediately upon receipt of the paper be- 
fore placing it upon the reading tables, 
thus doing away with the presence at the 
library of those for whom the opening of 
the library on Sunday afternoon is not in- 
tended, and insuring order and quiet among 
readers. 

The discontinuance by the Boston Herald 
of the colored supplement in its Sunday 
edition is a subject for general rejoicing 
on the part of all interested in the observ- 
ances of the decencies in modern journal- 
ism. The presence of the “colored horror,” 
often coarse and vulgar, is due to the de- 
mand of a certain portion of the public that 
will not purchase a Sunday paper that does 
not contain it. This fact has been shown 
in Milwaukee, where the owners of a news- 
paper that published a Sunday edition were 
forced to buy expensive presses for print- 
ing in color, as the “newsies” reported that 
fhe paper was returned or refused when no 
colored supplement was found. Were it 
not for the popular clamor, newspaper 
owners everywhere would be glad to dis- 
pense with it, putting the same amount of 
money into good reading matter. The plea 
on the part of adults that it must be pub- 
lished “to please the children” is untenable 
as may be shown by the number of bache- 
lors and childless couples found watch- 
ing from week to week for the successive 


antics of “Foxy Grandpa,” “Buster Brown,” 
“Maud and the Mule,” and The Katzen- 
jammer Kids. The attendance at the 
theatre upon the performances of “Buster 
Brown” of thousands of adults unaccom- 
panied by their own and other people’s chil- 
dren confirms this impression. A recent ex- 
perience in this connection is but another 
proof. During a trip in the northern woods, 
a search was made in a country town for 
a Sunday paper. A local agent was found 
who was saving a copy of the coveted issue 
for a hunter who had strictly enjoined 
upon the boy the warning that if the rest 
of the paper got away, he must be sure to 
save the pink sporting sheet and the colored 
supplement ! 

While the colored inanity is apparently 
harmless in its influence upon adults, those 
liking it probably beyond the ken of good 
taste in art, it is a different matter as far 
as the children are concerned. If we grant 
the value of good pictures in forming the 
taste for the beautiful in the child, we 
must be sure that he has the best pictures 
obtainable. Pictures, surely, should teach 
nothing that is low and debasing. Every 
normal child likes color, as is shown by 
the. way in which kindergarten children 
eat up their bright red crayon. 

As an educator has pointed out, to fail 
to recognize this literal and figurative crav- 
ing is usually to drive children to satisfy 
it with the worst possible material, such as 
is found in the weekly colored atrocity. 
Mr. Outcault, the originator of “Buster 
Brown,” has been credited with the state- 
ment that he does not let his own children 
see the pictures of his juvenile creation. 
The experiences of at least one family is on 
record where a small observer, after not- 
ing the pictorial reproductions of a naughty 
youth who shampooed his sister’s hair and 
anointed the poodle with a mixture of ink, 
glue, and the family hair tonic, immediately 
took steps to repeat the malicious mischief 
in real life. A careful study of the “funny” 
pictures will show that the great majority 
are based upon somebody’s misfortune— 
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pranks played upon the old by the young, 
thus destroying the old time feeling of re- 
spect and veneration for the aged. To off- 
set the pernicious influence of these poor 
drawings, worse colors and bad morals, 
some of the best artists of the present 
generation have devoted much of their 
time to the service of the child; notably, 
Boutet de Monvel, Peter Newell, Walter 
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Crane, Howard Pyle, the Rhead Brothers, 
Jessie Willcox Smith, Elizabeth Shippen 
Green, Kate Greenaway, Maginel Wright 
Enright, Reginald Birch, and a host of 
others. 

The works of these in book and portfolio 
form should be secured by thoughtful par- 
ents and librarians to offset the baneful 1n- 
fluences of the colored supplement. 





WISCONSIN LIBRARY SCHOOL 


One of the interesting events in the open- 
ing week of the school year was the visit 
of inspection to the Wisconsin Historical 
Library, housed in a beautiful white stone 
building opposite the campus of the State 
University and about a mile distant from 
the Library School. This great library has 
become one of first importance for the en- 
tire field of American scholarship, and with 
its valuable museum and various collections 
of pictures, offers much of interest even to 
the casual visitor. 

The routine of school work during the 
first semester includes regular courses in 
cataloguing, classification, reference, loan, 


‘book selection, and trade bibliography. 


Three lectures are given in cataloguing 
each week, two in classification, and one 
each in the other courses. 

As may easily be imagined, it is a difficult 
task to arrange three schedules so that 
there will be no conflicts for regular stu- 
dents, for short course students, and for 
those who are taking the joint library 
school and university, or legislative refer- 
ence courses, nor for members of the fac- 
ulty who give separate lectures to the short 
course and long course students. The 
regular routine of school work includes 
three, sometimes four lectures each fore- 
noon, in sixty minute periods beginning at 
8:30, the remainder of the day, being de- 
voted to study and practice work. Stu- 
dents who are doing University or legis- 
lative reference work as well as library 
school work, have recitations both at the 
library school and at the University, or in 
the Capitol. The legislative reference stu- 
dents have lectures in bibliography, legisla- 
tive problems, and the use of legal text 
books given in the legislative reference 
room by Dr. McCarthy, Mr. McKittrick, the 
Misses Imhoff and Scott. 

The school is fortunate in having occa- 
sional visitors from other libraries or from 
the University of Wisconsin. Mrs. Elmen- 
dorf of the Buffalo Public Library visited 
the school for two days, Oct. 27-28, and 
gave a most helpful and inspiring address 
on “Things That Matter,” with timely sug- 
gestions on the preserving of library ideals 
in the midst of the necessary technical and 


mechanical work of the school year. On 
the following day, Mrs. Elmendorf talked to 
the school informally on “Book Elimina- 
tion,” touching upon children’s literature 
and the buying of books. 

Dr. Thwaites, secretary of the Wiscon- 
sin Historical Society, talked to the students 
on the topic, “How History is Written” and 
Professor Munro, of the history department 
of the University of Wisconsin, lectured on 
the “Evaluation of Books for European 
History.” 

Occasionally the routine of school work 
is relieved by some delightful social func- 
tion, such as the reception to students, fac- 
ulty and friends of the school, given by the 
Preceptor of the Library School early in the 
course. This was in the nature of a wel- 
come to Miss Bascom, who had just come 
from Albany, N. Y., to become editor of 
the A. L. A. Book List, and a farewell to 
Miss Elliott who would soon be leaving for 
her work in Pratt Institute. 

Miss Hazeltine also gave an informal tea 
one afternoon during Mrs. Elmendorf’s 
visit, giving faculty and friends an oppor- 
tunity of meeting and talking with Mrs. 
Elmendorf. 

On the night of the 31st of October, the 
students enjoved a Hallowe’en frolic, using 
the halls and lecture room of the library 
school for games, fortune telling, and 
shadow pictures. The rooms were prettily 
decorated and a unique candle-light proces- 
sion through the dark rooms of the Public 
Library on the first floor of the building 
added a new feature to the evening’s enter- 
tainment. 

Miss Carpenter and Mrs. Sawyer were 
at home to the students and faculty on Fri- 
day evening, November 2oth, just before the 
short course students finished their term of 
eight weeks. Mrs. A. W. Moore gave a 
reading from the “Servant in the House” 
and an interpretation of the play, which was 
much enjoyed by her listeners. 

SCHOOL NOTES 

Miss Julia A. Baker, 1908, has been ap- 
pointed assistant in charge of the loan de- 
partment of the Davenport (Iowa) Public 
Library. 

Miss Helen Harwood, 1908, assumed the 
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librarianship of the Tipton (Iowa) Public 
Library, on October 1. 

Miss Ida M. Hyslop, 1908, is temporarily 
assisting in the cataloguing of the Minne- 
sota Tax Commission library. 

Miss Clara A. Lea, 1908, has accepted the 
position of assistant in the Sheboygan 
(Wis.) Public Library. 

Miss Mary K. Ray, 1908, has been ap- 
pointed assistant librarian of the Lincoln 
(Neb.) Public Library. 

Miss Jennie S. Schauers, 1908, has been 
elected to re-organize the Fond du Lac 
(Wis.) Public Library, and will begin the 
work on the completion of her task in or- 
ganizing the Normal school library of Che- 
ney, Washington, which will be about the 
first of January. 

Miss Vera Sieg, 1908, who went to the 
Cincinnati Public Library as assistant in 
the cataloguing department, has been ap- 
pointed librarian of the East Side branch. 

Miss Ellen I. True, 1908, who accepted a 
position in the Map and Manuscript depart- 
ment of the Wisconsin Historical Library 
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on her return from Europe, in October, has 
been appointed librarian of the Wausau 
(Wis.) Public Library, and will go to the 
position the first of January. 

The Misses Hillis and Harwood of the 
class of 1908 were welcome visitors at the 
school for a day in October. 

The Misses Florence Weissert, librarian 
of Milwaukee-Downer College, Miss Edna 
Derthick, librarian of the Public Library at 
Elkhorn, and Miss Eva Greisen, librarian at 
Sturgeon Bay, all former summer school 
students, called at the school during the 
fall. 

Mrs. Grace R. Darling, 1907, librarian of 
the Stout Institute Library, Menomonie, 
gave the course in children’s work to the 
short course students in November. Her 
week at the library school gave pleasure and 
inspiration to all. 


BOOKS FOR SALE OR EXCHANGE 


For Sale or Trade—100 vols. Polish and 
200 vols. German books. List furnished on 
npplication to F, C. Richmond, sec’y Arcadia 
Free Public Library, Arcadia, Wisconsin. 





PUBLICATIONS OF INTEREST TO LIBRARIANS 


ECLECTIC LIBRARY CATALOG 


Largely in response to repeated requests 
from the library commissions of the coun- 
try, the H. W. Wilson Co. of Minneapolis, 
Minn., has been induced to undertake the 
publication of the Eclectic Catalog, index- 
ing twenty of the principal magazines, em- 
bracing those usually taken in the smaller 
public libraries and in the high schools. 
The publishers have fixed an annual sub- 
scription price of $4 a year, but have made 
a special rate rate for introduction. 

The following are the magazines in- 
dexed: Atlantic Monthly, Century, Chari- 
ties and the Commons, Educational Ke- 
view, Harper’s Monthly, Independent, 
Ladies’ Home Journal, McClure’s Maga- 
zine, North American Review, Outlook, Re- 
view of Reviews, St. Nicholas, Scientific 
American, Scribner’s Magazine, World To- 
day, World’s Work. 

In the Wilson Company’s announcement 
of the new publication, the plans are out- 
lined as follows: 

The publishers of the Readers’ Guide to 
Periodical Literature have been frequently 
urged to publish a smaller index on the same 
plan for smaller libraries, and a new quarterly 
publication has been undertaken in response 
to such requests. It is somewhat difficult in 
new projects of this kind to determine at once 
the needs to be met. The plans of the Eclec- 
tie Library Catalog, as at present contemplated, 
will no doubt require some changes or modifi- 
eations before fhe publication will render the 
efficient service that is expected of it. The 
present plans include the indexing of twenty 
magazines, the government publications most 
useful in a small library, and valuable pamph 


lets which may be obtained from various 
sources free of charge. The magazines are in- 
dexed by author and subject as in the Readers’ 
Guide. In fact the references in the Readers’ 
Guide and in the Eclectic Catalog for the 
magazines indexed in both. are _ identical. 
The government publications included are 
thoroughly indexed by subject but _ less 
thoroughly by author, since it is judged that 
the space devoted to the less useful author 
references for these publications might better 
be given to the subject indexing of other valu- 
able material. The catalog will be in one 
a'iphabet throughout the year, each quarterly 
number being cumulated. 

The Farmers’ Bulletins, the Year-book of the 
Denartment of Agriculture, the Annual re- 
ports of the Commissioner of Education, the 
Annual reports of the Smithsonian Institution, 
and the Bulletins of the Bureau of Labor will 
be indexed regularly, and concerning the value 
of these publications there will probably be no 
questton. As to the other government publica- 
tions, subscribers are urged to send their votes 
at any time and the list will be changed or 
supplemented as the needs of our patrons are 
discovered. The selection of the government 
publications in the first issue of the Eclectic 
Catalog has been based chiefly upon the recom- 
mended lists of Mr. J. Wyer and Miss 
Alice Marple, both of whom have been most 
kind in giving further advice as to the docu- 
ments to be included. The Superintendent of 
Documents has also kindly offered to supply 
the publishers of the Eclectic Catalog with the 
government publications which in his judg- 
ment should be obtained by small libraries. 

The government publications have been 
given call numbers, made up of a combina- 
tion of the Dewey decimal classification num- 
ber and the Cutter author number, in the 
hope that new libraries may be able to use 
them, and that they may be a help also to 
other libraries with a similar system. 
Pamphlets have not been given a call num- 
ber. as it is expected that these will be kept 
in vertical files alphabeted according to sub- 
ject. 
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LIBRARY ECONOMY SERIES 


Section I of Part I of a series on Mod- 
ern American Library Economy as illus- 
trated by the Newark, N. J., Free Public 
Library, has just been issued. It is a 
pamphlet of 32 pages and cover, with 28 il- 
lustrations. It describes the work of the 
registration desk in great detail. Ifa suffi- 
cient number of copies of this are sold at 
25 cents each to cover the cost of printing 
and mailing, the next three sections, com- 
pleting the account of the Lending Depart- 
ment—‘Lending and Receiving Books,” 
“Administration” and “Work with the Pub- 
lic,’—will soon be issued. 

Before issuing these, however, Mr. John 
Cotton Dana purposes to publish, as a part 
of this same series on library economy, a 
“Course of Study in the Use of Books and 
a Library for Normal School Students,” 
which Miss M. L. Gilson, Chief of the 
School Department of the Newark Library, 
has written and has used for two years in 
giving lessons to Normal School pupils. It 
will make a pamphlet of about 56 pages, 
with a few illustrations. The price will be 
75 cents per copy, 60 cents in lots of 20 or 
more. 

Miss Marjery L. Gilson explains the scope 
of her Course of Study for Normal School 
Pupils in the Use of a Library, as follows: 


The necessity for instruction in the use of 
a library has become more and more apparent. 

Three years ago the Newark Library felt the 
need of an outline for this work. We found 
that there was nothing in print for so ex- 
tended a course as it seemed essential to give; 
a course which should be elementary enough to 
meet the needs of the average pupil entering a 
Normal School. as free as possible from li- 
brary technique and so practical that those 
who took it would find that tne library had 
become a valuable adjunct to their working 
equipment. r 

The Newark Library was therefore compelled 
to make out its own course of study, and in 
view of the great interest just now shown in 
this matter has decided to offer to publish the 
same, in full detail, as a guide to libraries, 
high and normal schools which have discov- 
ered. as this library did, the lack of literature 
upon this most important subject. 

In November, 1904, the first attempt to 
teach the use of a library in this city was 
made with a class of eighth grade pupils. 
Three groups of eleven children each were 
given instruction, one hour a week, in the 
Dewey Classification, or the arrangement of 
the books by classes in the library, and in the 
use of the card catalogue. Upon the founda- 
tion which this experience gave were built the 
present twelve lessons. each having been 
tested by actual trial from month to month 
and from year to year. 

Fach lesson in this course of twelve cqgn- 
sists of a brief introduction to the subject by 
the ‘nstruetor followed by practice work by 
the pupils themselves under close supervision. 

Subjects are taken up in the following or- 
der: 

Lesson 1. Introductory. Why Normal School 
pupils should know the resources of a Ii- 
brary. The relation between library and 
schools. A summary of the ways in which 
teachers may use a library and of the ways 
in which teachers can work with a library. 
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The lesson includes a visit to all depart- 
ments of the library with a brief explanation 
of each. 

Lesson 2. Arrangement of books in a li- 
brary. 

Lesson 3. Catalog, practice in its use. 

Lesson 4. The make-up of a book. 

Lesson 5. Poole and other magazine indexes. 

Lesson 6. Scope and use of a few reference 
books. 

Lesson 7. Special lists of books helpful to 
teachers. 

Lesson 8. General practice lesson, based 
upon previous lessons. The use of the books 
in a teacher's professional library. 

Lesson 9. The selection of children’s books. 

Lesson 10. Discussion of children’s books. 

Lesson 11. Continuation of lesson 10. 
Discussion of children’s reference books. 

Lesson 12. Discussion of “Some things a 
beh should know about books and li- 
braries.” 


PAPERS OF THE ARCHEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

The Wisconsin Archeological Society has 
recently issued three very interesting and 
valuable publications. These are entitled 
“Additions to the Record of Wisconsin An- 
tiquities,” “The Archeology of the Lake 
Koshkonong Region,” and “Papers Read at 
the Joint Meeting of Wisconsin Scientific 
Societies.” All are fully illustrated. Copies 
of any of these may be secured by libraries 
by mailing four cents in stamps to cover the 
cost of each number desired to Secretary 
Charles E. Brown, at Madison, Wis. 





WISCONSIN'S RESOURCES 

Upon request, the Commission will send 
to libraries in the state a cloth-bound copy 
of the souvenir issued for the Farmers’ Na- 
tional Congress held in Madison. It com- 
prises descriptions of each county of the 
state with special reference to Wisconsin’s 
resources, industries, and opportunities, 
with brief reference to the villages and 
cities. A valuable feature is a statement of 
population in the unincorporated towns and 
villages. 

GOVERNMENT WHO'S WHO 

The Cumulative Book Index notes that 
Miss Alice Marple, reference librarian of 
the Des Moines Public Library, is of the 
opinion that librarians are not aware of the 
existence of a very important member of 
the ‘‘Who’s Who” family, or at any rate do 
not use it for what it is worth. This is the 
“Congressional Directory,” which she calls 
the “Who’s Who of Government Officials.” 
That the name is justified is evident from 
a glance at the various divisions of the book, 
each of which contains the names of offi- 
cials and in most cases considerable bio- 
graphical information. The divisions are 
as follows: Congress—Biographical; Con- 
gress—Statistical (including names and ad- 
dresses of clerks and various miscellaneous 
officials); The Capitol; Library of Con- 
gress; The Executive; Independent and 
miscellaneous (including Smithsonian Insti- . 
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tution, International Bureau of American 
Republics, Interstate Commerce and other 
commissions, American National Red Cross, 
Government Hospital for Insane, Howard 
University, Governors of the States, etc.) ; 
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Official duties; Judiciary; Diplomatic and 
Consular service; District of Columbia; 
Press Galleries. An “Individual Index” 
completes this valuable volume. 





SAMPLE LETTER FROM A RURAL LIBRARY 


In towns of 600 to 1,200 inhabitants, 
where Town Libraries have been estab- 
lished, under an arrangement whereby for 
a nominal rental, 200 books a year, ex- 
changed in lots of 100 every six months, 
are supplied by the Commission to supple- 
ment the small permanent collection on the 
shelves, it has been found that great suc- 
cess has attended the efforts of the library 
promoters. At a minimum of expense, 
satisfactory service is rendered to the com- 
munity, and the small book fund is made to 
yield maximum results in building up the 
permanent collection, while at the same 
time the wants of readers eager for the 
recent output of the press are fairly well 
met. The volumes which constitute these 
traveling “hundred bookers” have had a 
splendid circulation everywhere and in a 
number of the libraries they have been 
drawn an average of ten times each dur- 
ing six months. 


The following letter from one of these 
rural libraries recently established will be 
read with interest: 

I feel sure that you are interested in our 
new library venture sufficiently to want to 
hear how we are succeeding and I should 
have written you sooner except for the fact I 
have been all the officers of that institution 
from scrub lady and_ house-and-sign-painter 
up to President and librarian, owing to the 
absence from town of the other members of 
the Board. We opened our reading room and 
library on Saturday (the 12th) and had about 
sixty callers during the day. I issued over 
forty cards, and nearly all of these drew tic- 
tion—as I expected, of course. On Friday 
evening we opened each of the books properly 
and arranged them in the case. I also wrote 
lists of fiction, children’s books, travel, ete., 
and put them on the walls of the reading 


room. I have mounted and hung on the walls 
the 5c-size Perry pictures of Raphael and his 
Madonnas, Millet’s best, Rosa Bonheur’s most 
famous pictures, and I am going to typewrite 
the story of each and hang beside them and 
change the groups from time to time. On 
Saturday, a gentleman who visited us returned 
in an hour or so with a pretty framed land- 
seape which he gave us for our reading-room 
walls. 

We have 
books. 

As our reading table for children is so 
largely patronized, I purchased a dozen or so 
of bright-colored picture books—Cinderella, 
The Sleeping Beauty and such, for that table, 
and they are in constant use after school 
hours. 

We have about thirty books towards our 
permanent library and I shall urge the pur- 
chase of more. 

I issued card No. 1 to ——. as he has 
worked pretty faithfully over this, and _ he 
drew Myra Kelley’s Wards of Liberty. The 
first of our towns people who drew a_ book 
asked for No. 1, as she was “goin’ to read the 
hull library right straight through.” As she 
received Edmond About’s Man with the Broken 
Ear, I don’t know but her first impression 
will cause her to change her mind. LEvery- 
one, nearly, asked “how much was to pay” 
and all seemed worried about its being free— 
“st can’t last long” is the idea. 

I have enjoyed being librarian just im- 
mensely! 

I do hear 


issued some of our Norwegian 


such funny things! But I am 
afraid my home is rather dusty and the 
family bakery-fed. I have wanted to do this 
first part of it, because I really can give the 
right book to the right child (grownups I 
don’t care so much about). We can only is- 
sue one ecard in a family at present, but if 
we can have one hundred books of our own, 
we can get along all right. 

We keep the reading room open every day in 
the week, and issue books Tuesday, Thursday 
and Saturday evenings, and Saturday after- 
noons, 

Yours very sincerely, 





A YOUTH AND HIS SORROWFUL 
TALE 


Not long ago a youth of respectable ap- 
pearance called upon Miss Mary J. Calkins, 
librarian at Racine, representing himself to 
be a son of E. S. Martin of Life. He hada 
sad tale to unfold, which ended in a request 
for financial assistance to get his sick sister 
to a hospital. 

Miss Calkins fortunately had her suspi- 
cions aroused, and is some dollars richer in 
consequence. She wrote the facts to Mr. 
Martin, and his reply to her is substantially 
the same as that contained in a communica- 
tion which he has addressed to the New 
York Post: 

To the Editor of the Evening Post: Sir: 
I do not wish to emulate the theatrical ladies 


who advertise the priceless jewels they leave in 
cabs, but I have had two messages from Ra- 
cine, Wis., saying that a young man who calls 
himself “E. S. Martin, Jr.. of Life,” has been 
t«y'ng to borrow money of honest people for 
his use. 

He is undoubtedly the same person who ob- 
tnined from me a modest but useful sum of 
money about three years ago. by calling him- 
self L. B. Otis of Rochester, telling a plausible 
story, and giving a bad draft on a Rochester 


bank. 

Ife is very clever at his business, and if 
vou will put it in your paper that he is a 
professional swindler and belongs in jail I will 
thank you very much, and it may save some 
kind person a loss. 

I should be flattered to think that he is the 
same rascal who is borrowing under the pseudo- 
nym of “Thomas F. Ryan, Jr.,” but as to that 
1 40 not know. 

EDWARD 8. 


New York. October 19. 


MARTIN, 
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EDITORIAL COMMENT ON LIBRARY WORK 


THE LIBRARY IN WISCONSIN 
Milwaukee Free Press 


The development of the library in Wis- 
‘consin, in its varied phases of usefulness, 
may be said to be a natural outcome of the 
beginnings at Madison years ago of an his- 
torical collection which has grown to be one 
of the most complete in the country, and 
one to which scholars everywhere are at- 
tracted. 

Only in comparatively recent years, how- 
ever, has the full library idea, with all its 
possibilities, been realized, and nowhere 
more effectively than in Wisconsin under 
the supervision of the Free State Library 
Commission. Here we now have the travel- 
ing library reaching 70,000 people, the legis- 
lative reference department, which other 
states are hurrying to adopt, so useful has 
it proved, a library school, not designed 
simply to educate librarians for large insti- 
tutions, but to provide capable workers in 
the smaller libraries which have been started 
into life everywhere by private and public 
beneficence, and in addition to all these, 
book lists and other publications designed 
to be helpful, ‘as well as a field staff to aid 
small and struggling libraries. 

There are now 152 public libraries in Wis- 
consin, sixty-one of these occupying build- 
ings specially erected for them and many of 
them employing trained librarians. There 
is only one city in the state with a popula- 
tion of 3,coo that does not have a library. 
There are only twelve cities with a popula- 
tion of 1,500 without a public library. 

There are 400 traveling library stations 
in the state, with 30,000 books in circulation, 
and it is in the rural field that the oppor- 
tunity is now offered for private benevo- 
lence to assist in extending the work of the 
state commission, where assistance is most 
needed. Here the field is almost unlimited. 
The supply of books now is wholly inade- 
quate. Public spirited men and women 
wishing to do a useful public service can 
not find a field for benevolence which will 
insure larger returns to the citizenship of 
the state than by contributing to the expan- 
sion of the traveling library, until it has 
penetrated every nook and corner of the 
state, however remote and however sparsely 
settled. 


PROBLEMS OF DISCIPLINE 
Evening Wisconsin 


Under the head of “Problems of Disci- 
pline,” the July-August number of the Wis- 
consin Library Bulletin contains a discus- 
sion conducted by Mary Emogene Hazel- 
tine and Harriet Price Sawyer and partici- 
pated in by librarians in every part of Wis- 


consin. “Problems of Discipline” is a vitai 
topic not only from the standpoint of libra- 
rians, but from the standpoint of teachers, 
of parents, and of everyone interested in 
the proper education of the young and the 
future well-being of the race. 

The tenor of most of the advice which the 
symposium brings out seems to be in favor 
of acquiring a philosophical attitude toward 
childish mischief, on the theory that much 
of it will be outgrown, being only the out- 
come of exuberant energy, and that the best 
way to deal with it as a rule is not to scold 
nor to punish, but to direct the interest and 
energy of the offenders into useful or at 
least harmless channels. 

The saying of Dr. Watts that “Satan finds 
some mischief still for idle hands to do” 
was recalled a week ago when the dispatches 
from Oyster Bay told how Archibald 
Roosevelt, son of the President of the 
United States, flagrantly misbehaved him- 
self while attending church with his father 
and mother. Sitting just behind his’ par- 
ents, with his brother Kermit and his tutor, 
Archibald drew forth his penknife and cut 
his own initials and his tutor’s name deep 
into the wood of the pew. Perhaps his 
tutor and Kermit were so much engrossed 
in their devotions that they did not observe 
how the enfant terrible was engaged till 
too late. Quentin, the youngest son, sent 
out during service by his mother to 
bring in her gold-mesh purse, which she 
had inadvertently left in the automobile, 
rewarded himself for the errand by skip- 
ping off to a drug-store and procuring a 
drink of soda. Evidently it is not only the 
children of the poor whose pranks give 
rise to reflections on the problem of disci- 
pline. Children of parents in high places, 
who should set an example for others, are 
sometimes the worst of all. 

In line with the theory of providing use- 
ful occupations as a diversion is the edu- 
cational project of Mrs. Florence Wieland, 
who has founded a school for infants ir 
the outskirts of Rensselaer, New York. 
She believes that useful occupation may 
be introduced to children in such a way as 
to make it seem as interesting as play. 
“Tf baby is making a horrid noise by 
pounding a tin pan, teach him the scale on 
the piano. He can still make a noise that 
is dear to him, but it is an orderly noise, 
and he will be learning something.” “If a 
little girl beats aimlessly on the floor with 
a stick, give her a whisk broom and teach 
her to dust the sofa.” This last suggestion 
may not be endorsed by leaders af the anti- 
tuberculosis movement, but the principle is 
sound nevertheless. It was with the same 
principle in view apparently that Archbishop 
Messmer objected to Teddy bears instead 
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of dolls as playthings for little girls. The 
girl who dresses her doll and learns to make 
and wash its clothes is developing the 
taste and talent for housewifery, together 
with feelings that will qualify her for 
motherhood. This education would not 
come with the barbarous Teddy bear as the 
pet of childhood’s most impressionable 
years. A good plaything for a boy is a 
box of tools. 

The influence of good suggestion—the 
harmfulness of bad example. These are 
things never to be lost sight of by those 
who would train up the young in the way 
they should go. 

JUDGE PERELES’ GENEROUS GIFT 
Evening Wisconsin 

Judge J. M. Pereles has chosen a char- 
acteristic method of celebrating the thirty- 
fourth anniversary of his marriage. He 
has signalized the event by sending to 
Director Henry E. Legler of the Wiscon- 
sin Library School a check for the pay- 
ment of two scholarships in that institu- 
tion, which it is his purpose to continue 
annually. They are to bear the name of his 
wife, being known as the Jennie W. Pereles 
scholarships and are to be awarded under 
rules formulated by the faculty of the 
school with the approval of the Free Li- 
brary Commission, the donor stipulating 
that their benefit shall be extended regard- 
less of sex, race, color, religion or place of 
residence. 

It has long been a custom of the Pereles 
brothers to celebrate anniversaries in their 
family by performing some work of serv- 
ice to mankind. For many vears, Judge 
Pereles and his brother, Thomas Jeffer- 
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son Pereles, defrayed the cost of pur- 
chasing school books for pupils of the Mil- 
waukee public schools whose parents were 
too poor to make the outlay required for 
that purpose. This was done in memory 
of their sister, the late Mrs. Julia E. 
Pereles Markwell. The generous provision 
was continued till the city itself assumed 
the cost of supplying the books. Several 
other public objects have benefited by this 
habit of the Pereles brothers, but the most 
beautiful of these minor benefactions is the 
yearly gift to the Wisconsin Free Library 
Commission of money for the purchase of 
books printed in raised characters for the 
blind. This is in commemoration of the 
birthday of the mother of the Pereles 
brothers, and has been kept up since six 
years ago. There is only one specification 
regarding the selection of these books— 
that their contents shall be cheerful. Do 
blind people generally know of the existence 
of this collection of cheerful literature in 
the custody of the Wisconsin Free Library 
Commission? Do they know that blind 
persons in any part of the United States 
can obtain the use of the volumes free of 
charge by making application to the Wis- 
consin Free Library Commission? The 
United States government carries books 
for the blind through the mails without cost 
for postage, so that this thoughtful benefi- 
cence is widely available. 

How much good may be accomplished 
with comparatively little money wisely ap- 
plied! Judge Pereles and his brother are 
to be congratulated upon the practicality of 
the methods by which they have sought to 
make a portion of their wealth yield bless- 
ings to humanity. 





A MESSAGE FROM OVER SEA 


Last year, Miss Valfrid Palmgren of the 
Royal Library of Sweden at Stockholm, 
was guest of honor at the annual meeting of 
the Fox River Valley Library Association. 
Miss Palmgren has returned to her own 
country, and in a pamphlet giving the re- 
sult of her investigation into public library 
conditions in this country, gives consider- 
able space to a sympathetic review of the 
Wisconsin library situation. 

Miss Palmgren sent a cordial message of 
greeting to the Fox River Valley Library 
Association, which recently convened in 
Green Bay, but unfortunately it failed to 
reach its destination in season for the 
meeting. Her friendly message is given 
herewith: 

To the Librarians of the Fox River Valley 
Library Association, Green Bay, October, 1908: 
Remembering the interesting days spent with 
you last year at Ripon. it gives me pleasure 
to send you a greeting this year. 

I want to thank you for the kindness with 
which you received the stranger in your ranks, 
for the hospitality you showed the foreigner, 


and for the interest and patience you re- 
vealed (really in my eyes making you all 
worthy of being even the ideal desk-assistant 
ef the L. J.) in answering the questions of a 
verv energetic inquirer, and in initiating her 
with all sides of your work. 

I learn with you that people who have 
the highest interests in life in common, who 
work for the same lofty ideals, are not 
strangers to each other even if separated by 


oceans: What unites them is thicker than 
water. 
I wish you all and everyone of you suc- 


cess in your noble work. I know it is a work 
that means a good deal of self-sacrifice. a work 
that does not give immediate results. But who 
has a greater right to the gratitude of coming 
generations than the librarian, who sows the 
seed out of which will grow the new humanity 
that we can only dream of. 

Therefore, as my greeting, I send you, Li- 
brarians of the Fox River Valley Library As- 
sociation, these words of one of our greatest 
Swedish poets, Viktor Rydberg: 

“Each noble thought and aim, all deeds that 
flow from the deep springs of Love, each lofty 
dream, shall never die; Time hath no power 
such harvests to lay low, for they are gar- 
nered in eternity.” 

VALFRID PALMGREN. 

Stockholm, in September, 1908. 
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"ROUND THE CIRCLE 


RICH GIFTS TO THE UNIVERSITY LIBRARY 


The University of Wisconsin has just 
received a valuable addition to its already 
large library for the study of the labor 
movement by the gift of the collection of 
German socialistic literature made dur- 
ing a lifetime by Herman Schliiter, editor 
of the New York Volkszeitung. The col- 
lection is given by William English Wal- 
ling of New York city and other men who 
are interested in the subject. The Schli- 
ter collection is said to be the most com- 
plete library of German socialistic writings 
in existence. It contains many of the leaf- 
lets and pamphlets which were secretly 
circulated after the law of 1878 made so- 
cialist literature illegal. 

The University of Wisconsin has also 
just received a valuable addition to its 
large library for the study of the labor 
movement by the gift of the extensive 
library collected during a life-time by 
Henry Demarest Lloyd, noted writer and 
reformer. The collection is given by the 
heirs of Mr. Lloyd who are interested in 
the work of the American Bureau of In- 
dustrial Research which has its headquar- 
ters in this city. The Lloyd collection is 
particularly rich in material on trade unions, 
cooperation, socialism, municipal ownership 
and monopolies. It includes also thousands 
of books, pamphlets, papers, manuscript let- 
ters and boxes of special clippings dealing 
with allied topics, and will strengthen ma- 
terially the historical and university li- 
braries in economics, political science and 
history, which are recognized as the best 
in the country for the study of public utili- 
ties and the labor movement. 


EAU CLAIRE COUNTY TRAVELING LIBRARY 


The County Board of Supervisors of Eau 
Claire county has by unanimous vote, estab- 
lished a system of traveling libraries. 
Ten traveling libraries owned by the local 
woman’s club have been donated. The 
headquarters of the new system will be 
at the Eau Claire Public Library under the 
charge of Mary A. Smith, librarian. An 
appropriation of $300 was made to start 
the work. 


SEMINARY LIBRARY AT ST. FRANCIS 


The new library which is being built by 
the Alumni Association of St. Francis Sem- 
inary on the Seminary grounds, St. Francis, 
is rapidly nearing completion. The library 
will be known as the Salzmann library, in 
honor of the founder of the institution. 
The building is a classic structure of 
Roman-Corinthian style of architecture. 
It is being built immediately south of the 


main hall and it is two stories in height, 
The structure will have cost over $30,000 
when completed. 


PERSONAL 


Ackley. Miss Gabriella Ackley, who re- 
signed as librarian at the Farnsworth Pub- 
lic Library, Oconto, in September, has re- 
turned to her home in Oconomowoc. 

Barker. Miss Katherine Barker has 
been elected to succeed Miss Helen Price 
at Merrill. Miss Barker is a graduate of 
Lawrence University, and was assistant 
librarian for two years at the Appleton 
City Library. 

Barney. Miss Hattie Barney has been 
chosen as an assistant in the Oshkosh 
Public Library. 

Bascom. Miss Elva Bascom, formerly of 
the New York State Library, has succeeded 
Mrs. Burr W. Jones, as editor of the 
A. L. A. Book List with headquarters, as 
before, at Madison. 

Cramer. Miss Catharine Cramer has re- 
signed as librarian at Wausau, to take effect 
Jan. 1. Miss Ellen I. True, Wisconsin ’08, 
has been elected in her place. 

Diercks. Miss Meta Diercks, for six- 
teen years connected with the Milwaukee 
Public Library, committed suicide by 
drowning. I1l health was the cause. 

Durlin. Miss Maud Durlin, librarian at 
Oshkosh, has resigned to accept a similar 
position at El Paso, Texas. 

Eager. Miss Sarah Eager has returned 
to Racine after a year’s leave of absence, 
which she spent in California, and has re- 
sumed her work, as head of the children’s 
department of the library. 

Elliott. Miss Julia E. Elliott, instructor 
in the Wisconsin Library School, has 
resigned to accept a position as instruc- 
tor at the Pratt Institute Library School. 
Miss Elliott has been the instructor in 
cataloguing and other courses in library 
economy since the beginning of the school 
in 1906, and was also associated with the 
field work of the Commission. She was a 
valued member of the faculty and did much 
to aid in the organization of the new school. 

Encking. Miss Louise F. Encking, who 
has been re-cataloguing the Fond du Lac 
Public Library for some time past, has ac- 
cepted the position of librarian of the Osh- 
kosh State Normal School. 

Hean. Mr. Clarence S. Hean, formerly in 
charge of the newspaper room of the State 
Historical Society, has been appointed li- 
brarian of the State University College of 
Agriculture Library to succeed Miss Iva 
Welch. 

La Tourette. Miss Alexandrine La 
Tourette, Pratt ’08, has been appointed li- 
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brarian of the Normal School at Stevens 
Point. 

Lea. Miss Clara Lea. of the Wisconsin 
Library School class of 1908, has been 
appointed children’s librarian at Sheboygan. 

McAlpin. Miss Nellie McAlpin has been 
engaged as an assistant in the Beloit Public 
Library. 

MacDonald. Miss Katharine I. MacDon- 
ald has resigned as editor of the A. L. A. 
Booklist, and has been succeeded by Miss 
Elva L. Bascom. Miss MacDonald, previous 
to taking charge of the editorial work 
connected with this important publication, 
was connected for seven years with the 
Wisconsin Commission as assistant secre- 
tary. During that time she had more to 
do with the selection of books for the 
traveling libraries and with the giving of 
advice to small public libraries in need of 
help as to book selection, than any other 
member of the staff. It is mainly due to 
her interested and intelligent work that the 
traveling library system of this state en- 
joys such high rank. Her rare judgment 
and knowledge of books, as well as her 
familiarity with library conditions and 
needs, commended her to the Publishing 
Board of the American Library Associa- 
tion for the responsible position of Book- 
list editor. Under her management cover- 
ing a period of two years, that periodical 
has become an indispensably valuable tool 
to the librarians of the country. 

Miss MacDonald was united in marriage, 
in September, to ex-congressman Burr W. 
Jones, a leading lawyer of Madison. 


Mayberry. Miss Neva Mayberry has 
been elected assistant librarian of the 


Farnsworth Public Library at Oconto. 

Nunns. Miss Anna A. Nunns, for many 
years a valued member of the State His- 
torical Library staff, has been elected assist- 
ant librarian. 

Oakley. Miss Minnie M. Oakley, assist- 
ant librarian of the Wisconsin State His- 
torical Society Library, has resigned and 
gone to California to reside. Miss Oakley 
was one of the best-known librarians in 
the state, having been assistant librarian 
of the Madison City Library, the superin- 
tendent of the Circulating Department of 
the Milwaukee Public Library, and had 
been connected with the State Historical 
Library for nineteen years. She was also 
the Secretary of the National Association 
of State Librarians, and was one of the 
charter members of the Wisconsin Library 
Association. Miss Oakley’s removal to 
California is a source of great regret to her 
many library friends in Wisconsin. 

Oisen. Miss Julia E. Olsen has resigned 
as librarian of the little library in East 
Milwaukee, to take up correspondence 
work with the University of Wisconsin. 
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Parmele. Miss Ella Goodwin Parmele, 
former librarian of the Oshkosh State Nor- 
mal School, has been elected librarian of 
the Public Library, as successor to Miss 
Maude E. Durlin, who recently resigned 
to accept a position at El Paso, Texas. 
Miss Parmele is a graduate of the Pratt 
Institute Library School. 

Price. Miss Helen L. Price has resigned 
as librarian at Merrill to accept a position 
as high school librarian in Butte, Montana. 
Miss Katherine Barker succeeds her. 

Schaffner. Miss Margaret A. Schaffner, 
formerly of the Legislative Reference De- 
partment of the Commission, has gone to 
Ohio. 

Tallett. Miss Gladys M. Tallett of Mar- 
shalltown, Iowa, a graduate of the Wiscon- 
sin Library School and formerly assist- 
ant in the Marshalltown Public Library, 
has assumed her duties as librarian of the 
Farnsworth Public Library at Oconto, suc- 
ceeding Miss Ackley. 

Tilton. Asa C. Tilton of the State His- 
torical Society has been appointed secre- 
tary of the National Association of State 
Librarians in place of Miss M. M. Oakley, 
resigned. 

Weil. Miss Marion Weil, Wisconsin ’07, 
has been placed in charge of the children’s 
room, in the South Side Branch, Pittsburgh. 

Welsh. Miss Iva Welsh, former libra- 
rian of the State University College of 
Agriculture Library, has been chosen as 
head cataloguer of the State Historical 
Library. 

NOTES 

Beloit. The trustees are beautifying the 
grounds around the library building. 

Chippewa Falls. The library authorities 
have asked the council for an appropriation 
of $400 to repair the roof of the library 
building which was improperly constructed 
by local contractors. The additional sum 
of $600 is requested for books. 

Eau Claire. The Eau Claire Women’s 
Club has recently appropriated the sum of 
$25 for the circulating library at the Far- 
mer’s Rest Room. This is a work apart 
from the traveling libraries. 

Grand Rapids. Miss Lucy Lee Pleasants, 
librarian at Menasha, gave an interesting 
talk recently on “The Public Library and 
the Woman’s Club.” 

The Federated Women’s Clubs of Grand 
Rapids are making an effort to secure a 
library building from Andrew Carnegie. 
The T. B. Scott Public Library is at present 
housed in the City Hall, but it is felt that 
the usefulness of the library could be 
greatly increased through larger quarters. 

Green Bay. The State Historical Society 
has loaned a valuable collection of Japanese 
prints, which have recently been on exhibi- 
tion. 
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Hartland. A garden party has been 
held for the benefit of the library. 

Janesville. Three hundred children at- 
tended the first “Story Hour.” 

Thieves recently ransacked the library, 
securing three dollars in change. 

Jefferson. Mr. George Copeland has do- 
nated seventy reference books to the local 
library. 

The city has formally taken over the 
library, appointed a board and appropriated 
$200, 

A free entertainment to arouse interest 
in the local library was given on October 1 
at the high school. A musical entertain- 
ment has been given by local talent for the 
benefit of the Public Library. 

Kaukauna. Mrs. M. A. Wertheimer has 
presented twenty-three volumes to the Pub- 
lic Library. 

The public librarian, Miss Lillian Bell, 
is taking deep interest in the matter of 
informing the high school and other pupils 
of the large number of books in the library 
which are of great help to them in their 
studies. Miss Bell has made several visits 
to the schools and has given short talks 
on some of the books the young people 
have at their disposal as reference on the 
shelves of the public library. New books 
to the number of 131 have just been placed 
on the shelves, making the total number 
now on hand 3,949 volumes. The circula- 
tion for October was 1,585 and the num- 
ber of visitors for the same period was 365. 

The Knights of Columbus have pre- 
sented the library with a set of the new 
Catholic Encyclopedia. 

La Crosse. It is hoped to occupy the 
new library quarters in February. The 
trustees have asked for a larger appro- 
priation for the running expenses of the 
Public Library in view of the forthcoming 
opening of the addition. The building 
will have a new independent heating plant, 
the former method having proven unsatis- 
factory. 

Lake Mills. Mrs. L. D. Fargo, who was 
one of the joint donors of the L. D. Fargo 
Public Library, died on Nov. 2, age 83 years. 

Madison. Citizens have raised money for 
the purchase of chairs for the lecture room 
and for a stereopticon. 

Mrs. Burr W. Jones, for some years con- 
nected with the Wisconsin Library Com- 
mission, has been appointed a member of 
the Library Board. 

A benefit donation concert for the pur- 
pose of purchasing needed chairs for the 
lecture room in the City Library was given 
Oct. 20th by members of the Women’s Club. 

Manitowoc. A copy of the Weekly Wis- 
consin of December 27, 1848, was presented 
to the local library by Ferdinand Heiroth, 
who recently found the paper in a bundle of 
old documents in his home. 
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Marinette. Miss Anna Shaw Pinkum is 
endeavoring to make the library more 
useful to the community, and has recently 
issued a circular as follows: “Do you 
take books from the Public Library? If 
not, why not? The Library belongs to you, 
why not make use of your investment? 
Come and see what the library has anyway. 
If you have never been here, you do not 
know what a good place the library is. 
If you have been here, come again. You 
need the library and the library needs you.” 

Merrill. Negotiations are being carried 
on with Andrew Carnegie to secure money 
for a library building. 

Milwaukee. Through the generosity of 
the congregation, a branch library will be 
opened in Plymouth Church in the near 
future. One of the employes of the Pub- 
lic Library will be placed in charge. The 
church has given a large room on the first 
floor. 

The contracts have been let for the build- 
ing of the new South side branch library. 

The New North Side branch of the Mil- 
waukee public Library has been opened at 
gt1 Third street. It will be open daily, 
except Sundays, from 1 to 8:30 p. m. 
Three thousand books have been sent to 
the branch, and more will added as needed. 
Polish books to the number of 200 and 
German books to the number of 500. The 
Polish settlement adjacent to the branch 
library is to be billed with posters announc- 
ing in Polish the new institution, and in- 
viting visitors. It is expected soon to add 
magazines and newspapers for the reading 
room, which will at first contain only 
reference books. The Plymouth branch 
of the library will be opened as soon as ar- 
rangements can be made. 

The municipal reference room, recently 
installed, occupies three large rooms on 
the eighth floor of the city hall. 

North Fond du Lac. The Rev. H. H. 
Allen has donated a number of volumes to 
the local library. 

Pardeeville. Mrs. Cox of Chicago, Ill, 
has presented the village with one hun- 
dred and fifty volumes as the nucleus of a 
Public Library. 


Portage. Mrs. C. A. Colonius has given 
the library fourteen volumes of German 
periodicals. 

Racine. A “Story Hour” inaugurated for 


the children has proved so popular that it 
has been found necessary to employ two of 
the assistants of the library in the work. 

Rhinelander. A fine collection of repro- 
ductions of famous American paintings 
has recently been on exhibition in the li- 
brary building. 

St. Francis. The new Catholic Seminary 
library has recently been completed. The 
cost of the structure was $31,000. The 
building is fire-proof, of reinforced con- 
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crete. It is of the Roman style of architec- 
ture, and is two stories in height. The first 
floor of the library contains two book rooms 
and two large reading rooms. The second 
floor contains a museum and living rooms 
for the librarian. The structure is deco- 
rated with stained glass and stucco work, 
while the facade is of marble. The ar- 
rangement of the windows gives the build- 
ing the appearance of but one story in 
height. 

Shawano. On the night of election day 
while returns were being received a sup- 
per was served at the local hall for the 
benefit of the Public Library. The sum of 
$70 was raised. 

Sheboygan. The Rev. J. W. White in 
a recent sermon made a strong plea for the 
opening of the library during the morn- 
ing hours and on Sunday afternoons. 

The first Hebrew Public Library has 
been opened in the Ghetto district with 
one hundred and sixty volumes on the 
shelves. 

Stanley. Mr. Walter M. Miller has 
loaned the library a fine collection of Indian 
relics. 

Stevens Point. Some bound files of local 
papers dating back 40 years, collected by 
the late Dr. John Phillips and presented 


to the Public Library by Dr. and Mrs. 
L. J. Rhoades, proved of great interest dur- 
ing tn. recent “Home Coming” week. 
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Waterloo. Mrs. R. B. Anderson recently 
gave an address on the “Fireless Cooker,” 
under the auspices of the Shakespeare Club, 
to an audience numbering 200. The talk 
was followed by a “fireless-cooked” dinner 
which netted about $40. The Club very 
generously donated the money to the public 
library. 

Watertown. A “Story Hour” has been 
inaugurated, together with a boy’s club and 
a girl’s club. Miss Ida Koop, principal of 
one of the local schools, kindly agreed to 
take charge of this work. 

Waupun, The daughters of the Ameri- 
can Revolution have presented a marble 
bust of George Washington with pedestal 
to the Public Library. 

Wausau. One of the departments of the 
Ladies’ Literary Club has taken up the 
study of the library card catalogue, with a 
view to understanding its use for reference 
purposes. 

The members of the local board have 
agreed to take charge of the library on 
Sunday ofternoons. 

West Allis. The Public Library is now 
located in its new quarters in the building 
formerly known as “the little red school 
house.”’ 

West Bend. A_ recital was recently 
given by local talent for the benefit of the 
Library. 





ALDERMEN LEARNING VALUE OF LIBRARY 
[Evening Wisconsin, Nov. 27, 1908] 


Aldermen are learning that the Munici- 
pal Reference Library is a valuable insti- 
tution in the city hall. Daily one or more 
of the ward representatives are delving into 
volumes containing history of Milwaukee 
and other cities, familiarizing themselves 
with the laws. In desiring to copy ordi- 
nances in effect in other cities, the Refer- 
ence Library is proving of especial value to 
the aldermen. 

Thomas J. Willis, the librarian, has sys- 
tematized his office so that now he can put 
his hand to any volume desired in a mo- 
ment. With the energetic assistance of 
J. M. Crowley, the deputy comptroller, Mr. 
Willis has collected all the records in every 
department of the city government, also 
many from the county,’ and catalogued 
every book. City officials were delighted 
to get rid of the books, and Mr. Willis was 
pleased to receive them. 

In addition, Mr. Willis has written mu- 
nicipal reference librarians in other cities 
asking for books and records of their local 
government. The response in almost every 
instance has been generous. With the men 
of books, seemingly, the promotion of pub- 
lic intelligence is uppermost in their minds. 
Among correspondents of Mr. Willis are 
the librarian of Congress, municipal libra- 
rian of Baltimore, the secretary of the Buf- 


falo Chamber of Commerce, the secretary 
of the Reform Club of Columbia University, 
the city clerk of Minneapolis, and the com- 
pilers of a dozen almanacs. 

In nearly every instance Mr. Willis is 
able to accommodate the officials of other 
cities, stipulating with every bit of informa- 
tion he has dispensed that Milwaukee would 
like information of a similar nature. Mayor 
D. S. Rose daily receives requests from 
cities in Wisconsin and other states asking 
for information concerning Milwaukee sta- 
tistics, these requests ranging from infor- 
mation regarding the birth rate to the per- 
centage of deaths, and from the smallest 
local industry to the extent of the product 
of the “stuff” from which Milwaukee has 
gained a certain degree of fame abroad. 
Every such letter the mayor sends to Mr. 
Willis. 

The iron shelving is being erected in the 
librarian’s office, under the supervision of 
an expert from the public library. City 
finances just now are not flush and conse- 
quently many improvements must wait. 

The Municipal Reference Library is open 
to the public use all day. Mr. Willis de- 
sires aldermen of the present and former 
administrations who may have city docu- 
ments they care little for, to send them to 
the municipal library. 





